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What is the Autism Education Trust (AET)?
The Autism Education Trust (AET) is a partnership between Ambitious 
about Autism, Autism Alliance and the National Autistic Society (NAS). It is 
funded and supported by the Department of Education (DfE) and hosted 
on behalf of the partnership by the NAS. 

The purpose of AET is to improve the education of children and young 
people with autism. To achieve this, the AET:

• develops and delivers training and a range of materials for early years, 
school and post 16 educational settings
• develops and disseminates information on educational practice
• actively engages with young people, parents/carers and practitioners to 
inform its work
• undertakes research into effective practice

In September 2017, we were delighted that Daisy Chain was awarded the 
training licence for early years education in the North East of England, on 
behalf of the AET.

Daisy Chain - Our Story
Daisy Chain was founded in 2003 and was established to provide a haven 
for families affected by autism in the Tees Valley. Our unique charity, based 
on a 5.5-acre farm in Norton, Stockton-on-Tees, addresses the needs of 
children on the autism spectrum and their families, providing a place for 
them to go to feel supported and understood without judgement.

At Daisy Chain, we work to remove anxiety by providing a safe, fun and 
friendly environment where children can be themselves. Parents and 
carers sometimes need an extra hand of support, respite or even just 
someone to talk to, whilst siblings can enjoy time to themselves and 
interact with other children in a similar situation to them.



AET early years programme – overview of courses
The AET early years programme offers a three module training structure 
for practitioners in early years education. Each course is aimed at different 
individuals within early years settings and their various roles to give them 
the tools and knowledge to be able to support children on the autistic 
spectrum.

Module 1 - AET early years making sense of autism (90 minute course)
Giving staff in early years settings a better understanding and awareness of 
autism and the way it affects children in their setting. This is suitable for all 
staff, whether or not they work directly with children with autism.

Module 2 - AET early years good autism practice/extended and enhanced
These two training courses aim to support all practitioners working 
directly with children on the autism spectrum. This module is split into two 
courses - good autism practice (1 day course) and extended and 
enhanced good autism practice (half day course).

Module 3 - AET early years leading good autism practice (1 day course)
For those who may train or lead other staff in their early years setting, 
whether they personally work directly with young children on the autism 
spectrum or not. This helps them to lead their staff in the understanding of 
autism and creating an outstanding early years setting.
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How do we book onto a training course?
If you are interested in booking a place on one of our training courses or 
would like information on available dates and costs, please contact our 
dedicated AET training team at Daisy Chain on 01642 531248 or e-mail 
aet.training@daisychainproject.co.uk 


